
Summary – Legal Review by UK Lawyers for Israel 

 

Legal tools in fighting against BDS, antisemitism and against NGOs linked to terrorist 

and BDS supporting groups  

This is a review of various legal tools available under UK and other national laws, EU and 

WTO rules, international sports rules and OECD Guidelines to fight against delegitimization 

and boycotts of Israel, and other anti-Israel activities.     

 

The review identifies which provisions can be used and how they can be used to prevent 

BDS, to undermine organisations promoting BDS, to disrupt the funding of NGOs linked 

with terrorism, and to prevent online antisemitism.  

 

Many of these tools are based on international regimes and can be used by members of the 

Network to address situations in other countries. Others are based on UK law but have 

equivalents under the laws of other countries.  The topics covered in our legal review include: 

• UK, EU and WTO public procurement rules, which require public authorities to award 

contracts solely on the basis of economic and technical criteria 

• EU and WTO free trade rules, which prohibit restrictions on imports and discrimination 

in international trade 

• Fiduciary obligations of trustees of funds, which require trustees to act in the best interest 

of beneficiaries and not to take non-financial considerations into account if they would 

involve any significant risk of financial detriment to beneficiaries 

• Rules of national and international sports bodies prohibiting discrimination, disrespect of 

other competitors and racism; these rules can be used to ensure that Israel and Israelis are 

not boycotted and are treated equally as a State and nationality 

• UK Education Law and Charity Law applicable to universities and student unions, 

including obligations of universities not to discriminate against students or staff and how 

these can be invoked to prevent academic boycotts; and duties of universities to protect 

students from harm, to secure freedom of speech, and to comply with public procurement 

laws. We also discuss duties of student unions not to act outside their charitable objects of 

promoting education at the university and how students can complain about any 

discriminatory or other harmful treatment. 

• UK Education Law applicable to schools – in particular to prevent political indoctrination 

and to ensure balanced treatment of political issues  

• Counter-terrorism laws applicable to financial service providers and other service 

providers – in particular, we explore how the powerful sanctions against terrorism 

covered by the US Office of Foreign Assets Control and the US PATRIOT  Act can be 

utilised to disrupt the funding of terrorist-linked NGOs based in other countries. 

• OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises – these may be used to object, for 

example, to multinational organisations providing services to terrorist linked NGOs.   

• Online antisemitism – we provide an overview of the different UK legislation that can be 

invoked to counter antisemitism online, and also suggest other approaches. 


