
Response to Human Rights Watch (HRW) µApartheid¶ Smear

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

OQ ASUil 27Wh, 2021, HXmaQ RighWV WaWch (HRW) UeleaVed a UeSRUW accXViQg IVUael Rf
eQgagiQg iQ aSaUWheid SUacWiVeV. The UeSRUW, Zhich iV jXVW Whe laWeVW aWWack iQ HRW¶V
lRQg-VWaQdiQg aQd UeleQWleVV laZfaUe camSaigQ agaiQVW Whe SWaWe Rf IVUael, UelieV RQ maliciRXV
lieV, miVleadiQg VWaWiVWicV aQd gURVV diVWRUWiRQ Rf bRWh facWV aQd laZ, WR make WheiU RXWUageRXV
accXVaWiRQV.

ThiV bUief dRcXmeQW UeVSRQdV WR VRme Rf Whe mRVW egUegiRXV lieV aQd claimV made iQ HRW¶V
UeSRUW.

Apartheid and Delegitimization -

1. The Crime of Apartheid under International Law

AccRUdiQg WR Whe RRme SWaWXe WR Whe IQWeUQaWiRQal CUimiQal CRXUW, Whe cUime Rf aSaUWheid iV
defiQed aV ³iQhXmaQe acWV cRmmiWWed iQ Whe cRQWe[W Rf aQ iQVWiWXWiRQali]ed Uegime Rf
V\VWemaWic RSSUeVViRQ aQd dRmiQaWiRQ b\ RQe Uacial gURXS RYeU aQ\ RWheU Uacial gURXS RU
gURXSV, aQd cRmmiWWed ZiWh Whe iQWeQWiRQ Rf maiQWaiQiQg WhaW Uegime.´ TheVe iQhXmaQe acWV
iQclXde mXUdeU, WRUWXUe, e[WeUmiQaWiRQ aQd eQVlaYemeQW - aQ e[WUemel\ high baU WhaW QR
cRXQWU\ haV \eW beeQ fRXQd WR haYe meW, ViQce Whe eQd Rf Whe SRXWh AfUicaQ aSaUWheid
Uegime. IVUael XQeTXiYRcall\ dReV QRW eQgage iQ WheVe kiQdV Rf acWV. FXUWheUmRUe, iW mXVW be
VWUeVVed, iQ IVUael, AUab ciWi]eQV eQjR\ fXll legal eTXaliW\ aQd ciYil UighWV, ZhilVW Whe YaVW
majRUiW\ Rf PaleVWiQiaQV UeVide iQ JXdea, SamaUia aQd Ga]a, ZheUe Whe\ aUe VXbjecW WR
aXWRQRmRXV UXle b\ Whe PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\ aQd HamaV.

SRXWh AfUicaQ JXUiVW RichaUd GRldVWRQe haV SUeYiRXVl\ ZUiWWeQ:

³IQ IVUaHO, WKHUH LV QR aSaUWKHLG. NRWKLQJ WKHUH FRPHV FORVH WR WKH GHILQLWLRQ RI aSaUWKHLG
XQGHU WKH 1998 RRPH SWaWXWH... IVUaHOL AUaEV ² 20 SHUFHQW RI IVUaHO¶V SRSXOaWLRQ ² YRWH,
KaYH SROLWLFaO SaUWLHV aQG UHSUHVHQWaWLYHV LQ WKH KQHVVHW aQG RFFXS\ SRVLWLRQV RI aFFOaLP,
LQFOXGLQJ RQ LWV SXSUHPH CRXUW. AUaE SaWLHQWV OLH aORQJVLGH JHZLVK SaWLHQWV LQ IVUaHOL
KRVSLWaOV, UHFHLYLQJ LGHQWLFaO WUHaWPHQW.´



SimilaUl\, iQWeUQaWiRQal hXmaQ UighWV e[SeUW aQd fRUmeU CaQadiaQ JXVWice MiQiVWeU, IUZiQ
CRWleU, haV Vaid:

³TR FRPSaUH IVUaHO ZLWK SRXWK AIULFaQ aSaUWKHLG VKaPHV WKH UHaO aQWL-aSaUWKHLG VWUXJJOH.
WKHQ SHRSOH Va\ WKHUH'V aSaUWKHLG LQ IVUaHO, WKH\'UH Va\LQJ WKaW LQ aSaUWKHLG SRXWK AIULFa \RX
KaG a IUHH SUHVV, XQTXaOLILHG IUaQFKLVH, Ja\ ULJKWV, aQG VR IRUWK. TKLV LV QRW WUXH. TKH aQaORJ\
LV IaOVH aQG KaUPIXO« SLQJOLQJ RXW IVUaHO IRU VHOHFWLYH RSSUREULXP aQG FRQGHPQaWLRQ, RU
GHQ\LQJ IVUaHO'V ULJKW WR H[LVW aQG FaOOLQJ IRU LWV GHVWUXFWLRQ, LV GLVFULPLQaWRU\ aQG KaWHIXO, aQG
QRW Va\LQJ VR LV GHVWUXFWLYH."1

2. The Apartheid Smear in the Campaign to Eliminate Jewish Self-Determination

The aVVRciaWiRQ Rf Whe JeZiVh QaWiRQal mRYemeQW (ZiRQiVm) ZiWh UaciVm aQd aSaUWheid haV
iWV RUigiQV iQ Whe 1960V iQ SRYieW aQWi-WeVWeUQ SURSagaQda. ThiV VmeaU Ueached QRWable
clima[eV iQ Whe iQfamRXV 1975 UN ³ZiRQiVm iV UaciVm´ UeVRlXWiRQ aQd Whe 2001 DXUbaQ
CRQfeUeQce, iQ Zhich 1500 NGOV adRSWed a VWUaWeg\ Rf laZfaUe aimed aW Yilif\iQg JeZiVh
Velf-deWeUmiQaWiRQ ZiWh Whe gRal Rf XlWimaWel\ deVWUR\iQg Whe JeZiVh VWaWe. The aSaUWheid
VmeaU falVel\ SRUWUa\V Whe IVUaeli-PaleVWiQiaQ cRQflicW aV mRWiYaWed b\ JeZiVh UaciVm agaiQVW
PaleVWiQiaQV, aV RSSRVed WR a cRmSle[ cRQflicW beWZeeQ WZR QaWiRQal gURXSV ZiWh cRmSeWiQg
WeUUiWRUialV claimV.

3. HRW has a long-standing anti-Israel Agenda

HRW haV a Zell-dRcXmeQWed aQd lRQgVWaQdiQg aQWi-IVUael ageQda.2 IQ VhRUW, Whe\ ZeUe
iQVWUXmeQWal iQ RUgaQi]iQg Whe blaWaQWl\ aQWiVemiWic DXUbaQ CRQfeUeQce iQ 2001; haYe XVed
claVVical aQWi-JeZiVh imageU\ decU\iQg VXSSRVed IVUael blRRdlXVW i.e. ³aQ e\e fRU aQ e\e;´
hiUed RbVeVViYe cRllecWRUV Rf Na]i memRUabilia; eTXaWed IVUael ZiWh Na]i GeUmaQ\ aQd
ZiRQiVm ZiWh ZhiWe VXSUemac\; blamed IVUael fRU aQWiVemiWic aWWackV iQ EXURSe; aQd haYe
UegXlaUl\ SXVhed fRU ICC acWiRQV agaiQVW IVUael.

OmaU ShakiU, Whe lead UeVeaUcheU aQd aXWhRU Rf WhiV UeSRUW, had WR leaYe IVUael afWeU hiV YiVa
ZaV QRW UeQeZed dXe WR SURmRWiQg aQWi-IVUael bR\cRWWV. ThiV deciViRQ ZaV XSheld b\ Whe
IVUaeli SXSUeme CRXUW iQ 2019.3
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hWWSV://ZZZ.lRc.gRY/laZ/fRUeigQ-QeZV/aUWicle/iVUael-VXSUeme-cRXUW-aSSURYeV-deSRUWaWiRQ-Rf-hXmaQ-Uigh
WV-ZaWch-UeSUeVeQWaWiYe-fRU-bdV-VXSSRUW/

2 SWeiQbeUg, GeUald M. "HXmaQ RighWV WaWch¶V aQWi-IVUael AgeQda." IVUael AffaiUV 27.1 (2021): 34-56.
1 hWWSV://ZZZ.SRliWicVZeb.cR.]a/RSiQiRQ/iUZiQ-cRWleU-aQd-Whe-iVUaeli-aSaUWheid-TXeVWiRQ



Israel within pre-1967 lines -

4. Israel as a Jewish and democratic state

HRW miVUeSUeVeQWV IVUael¶V ideQWiW\ aV a JeZiVh VWaWe aV meaQiQg JeZiVh Uacial dRmiQaWiRQ
RYeU QRQ-JeZiVh AUab ciWi]eQV. HRZeYeU, IVUael iV bRWh Whe QaWiRQ-VWaWe Rf Whe JeZiVh SeRSle,
aQd a libeUal demRcUac\ gXaUaQWeeiQg eTXal UighWV fRU all ciWi]eQV, iQclXdiQg JeZiVh aQd AUab.

IQdiYidXal UighWV fRU all ciWi]eQV aUe eQVhUiQed iQ Whe BaVic LaZ: HXmaQ DigQiW\ aQd LibeUW\,
aV Zell aV SXSUeme CRXUW UXliQgV. IVUaeli laZ accRUdV Whe AUabic laQgXage a ³VSecial VWaWXV´
aQd SURWecWV Whe cXlWXUal aQd cRmmXQiW\ UighWV Rf iWV AUab miQRUiWieV iQ WeUmV Rf aQ
AUabic-laQgXage VchRRl V\VWem aQd UeligiRXV (MXVlim, ChUiVWiaQ, DUX]e) cRXUW V\VWem fRU
SeUVRQal VWaWXV iVVXeV.

AUab IVUaeliV VeUYe iQ Whe higheVW SRViWiRQV iQ Whe SWaWe Rf IVUael, iQclXdiQg Whe PaUliameQW,
SXSUeme CRXUW, aUm\ aQd RWheU iQVWiWXWiRQV. AUab IVUaeliV liYe aQd ZRUk alRQgVide JeZiVh
IVUaeliV - iQ hRVSiWalV, emSlR\meQW aQd RWheU aUeaV.

SXch IVUaeli AUab eTXaliW\ aQd iQWegUaWiRQ iV iQ RbYiRXV cRQWUaVW WR Whe SRXWh AfUicaQ
aSaUWheid Uegime, Zhich iQVWiWXWed legal UeVWUicWiRQV RQ Whe SRliWical SaUWiciSaWiRQ, ciWi]eQVhiS,
UeVideQc\ aQd ecRQRmic RSSRUWXQiWieV Rf BlackV.

The 2018 JeZiVh NaWiRQ-SWaWe LaZ dReV QRW QegaWiYel\ affecW Whe ciYil UighWV Rf IVUael¶V
QRQ-JeZiVh ciWi]eQV aQd iV cRmSaUable WR VimilaU cRQVWiWXWiRQal aUUaQgemeQWV iQ RWheU libeUal
demRcUacieV.

HRW alVR eUaVeV Whe diVWiQcW ideQWiW\ Rf IVUael¶V AUab ciWi]eQV b\ lXmSiQg Whem XQdeU Whe
blaQkeW WeUm Rf PaleVWiQiaQ - alWhRXgh RQl\ 7% ideQWif\ aV VXch aQd maQ\ belRQg WR miQRUiW\
UeligiRXV RU cXlWXUal cRmmXQiWieV VXch aV DUX]e, BedRXiQV, ChUiVWiaQ AUameaQV aQd
CiUcaVViaQV.

5. Immigration Policy

HRW SUeVeQWV Whe cRQWUaVW beWZeeQ IVUael¶V LaZ Rf ReWXUQ aQd IVUael¶V UefXVal WR allRZ Whe
³UeWXUQ´ Rf VR-called PaleVWiQiaQ UefXgeeV aV eYideQce Rf legall\ eQVhUiQed UaciVm aQd
aSaUWheid. Israel¶s Law of Return allows automatic citizenship to every Jew worldwide
and fulfils the State of Israel¶s most fundamental raiVon d¶rWre: to provide a safe haven
for Jews worldwide. The LaZ Rf ReWXUQ mXVW be VeeQ RQ Whe backgURXQd Rf milleQQia Rf
JeZiVh diVSeUViRQ aQd SeUVecXWiRQ, cXlmiQaWiQg iQ Whe HRlRcaXVW. HRZeYeU, Whe e[WeQViRQ Rf
ciWi]eQVhiS UighWV WR membeUV Rf a QaWiRQal diaVSRUa iV QRW UaciVW, QRU XQiTXe WR IVUael aQd
VimilaU laZV e[iVW iQ cRXQWUieV VXch aV GUeece, IUelaQd, AUmeQia aQd PRlaQd4.

4 KRQWRURYich, EXgeQe. "A CRmSaUaWiYe CRQVWiWXWiRQal PeUVSecWiYe RQ IVUael'V NaWiRQ-SWaWe LaZ."
IVUaHO SWXGLHV 25.3 (2020): 137-152.



IVUael¶V LaZ Rf ReWXUQ alVR cRQfRUmV ZiWh Whe VWaQdaUdV Rf Whe IQWeUQaWiRQal CRQYeQWiRQ RQ
Whe ElimiQaWiRQ Rf all FRUmV Rf Racial DiVcUimiQaWiRQ (ICERD), Zhich maQdaWeV ³VSecial
meaVXUeV´ fRU Whe ³adYaQcemeQW Rf ceUWaiQ Uacial RU eWhQic gURXSV´ WR SURWecW ³fXQdameQWal
fUeedRmV.´ TheVe VSecial meaVXUeV aUe meaQW WR UecWif\ ³iQeTXaliWieV UeVXlWiQg fURm Whe
ciUcXmVWaQceV Rf hiVWRU\´ « aQd WR ³SUeYeQW[] fXUWheU imbalaQceV fURm aUiViQg.´ ThiV ceUWaiQl\
aSSlieV WR Whe JeZiVh QaWiRQ, Zhich haV hiVWRUicall\ VXffeUed diVcUimiQaWiRQ aQd UaciVm,
lackiQg a QaWiRQal hRme.

MeaQWime, SeRSle Rf all eWhQic gURXSV ZhR aUe QRW eligible XQdeU Whe LaZ Rf ReWXUQ ma\
aSSl\ fRU ciWi]eQVhiS. EYeU\ VRYeUeigQ QaWiRQ haV Whe UighW WR deWeUmiQe WheiU immigaUaWiRQ
SRlic\ aQd haYe QR legal RbligaWiRQ WR acceSW eYeU\RQe fRU ciWi]eQVhiS.

IQ aQ\ caVe, customary international law does not require any right of mass return or
immigration. IVUael iV XQdeU QR RbligaWiRQ WR SURYide ciWi]eQVhiS WR milliRQV Rf PaleVWiQiaQV
XQdeU a SXUSRUWed PaleVWiQiaQ µUighW Rf UeWXUQ¶, ZhR dR QRW meeW Whe iQWeUQaWiRQall\ acceSWed
defiQiWiRQ Rf UefXgeeV iQ aQ\ eYeQW. IQ addiWiRQ WR Whe abVeQce Rf VXch a UighW XQdeU
iQWeUQaWiRQal laZ, maVV PaleVWiQiaQ immigUaWiRQ ZRXld cRQfiQe IVUaeli JeZV WR a miQRUiW\
VWaWXV aQd ZRXld WheUeb\ meaQ Whe eQd Rf JeZiVh Velf-deWeUmiQaWiRQ, i.e. IVUael¶V iQWeQWiRQal
SRliWicide.

6. Acceptance Committees in Small Communities

CXUUeQW IVUaeli laZ allRZV UXUal cRmmXQiWieV Rf XS WR 400 familieV WR UeTXiUe SRWeQWial
membeUV WR UeceiYe aSSURYal fURm acceSWaQce cRmmiWWeeV. AlWhRXgh WheVe acceSWaQce
cRmmiWWeeV aUe a cRQWeQWiRXV WRSic iQ IVUaeli VRcieW\, Whe\ haYe ZiWhVWRRd jXdicial UeYieZ fURm
Whe IVUaeli SXSUeme CRXUW.5 HRW falVel\ SRUWUa\V WheVe acceSWaQce cRmmiWWeeV aV deVigQed
WR diVcUimiQaWe agaiQVW AUab IVUaeliV. HRZeYeU, Whe UeaVRQiQg behiQd Whe cRmmiWWeeV iV WR
SURWecW Whe hRmRgeQeiW\ Rf Vmall cRmmXQiWieV aQd Whe\ haYe fUeTXeQWl\ deQied membeUVhiS
baVed RQ cUiWeUia VXch aV UeligiRXV RbVeUYaQce, Ve[Xal RUieQWaWiRQ, VRcial RU maUiWal VWaWXV.
The Supreme Court has ruled it unconstitutional for Jewish towns to exclude Arabs
from residency.6

IVUaeli VRcieW\ iV cRmSRVed Rf QXmeURXV UeligiRXV, eWhQic aQd QaWiRQal cRmmXQiWieV ZhR
RfWeQ deViUe WR liYe amRQg VimilaU gURXSV. The Israeli Supreme Court has previously

6 HCJ 6698/95, Aadel Ka'adaQ Y. IVUael LaQdV AdmiQiVWUaWiRQ
5 HCJ 2311/11 OUi Sabah Y. Whe KQeVVeW
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affirmed the decision to prevent Jews from purchasing territory in municipal projects
intended for Bedouin communities.7

7. Bedouin Communities

HRW falVel\ SRUWUa\V IVUael¶V aWWemSWV WR UegXlaWe BedRXiQ cRmmXQiWieV iQ Whe NegeY aV
mRWiYaWed b\ a deViUe WR diVeQfUaQchiVe Whem. The BedRXiQ cRme fURm QRmadic WUibeV WhaW
haYe mRYed acURVV Whe SRliWical bRXQdaUieV Rf IVUael, Whe PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\, Eg\SW,
JRUdaQ, aQd RWheU cRXQWUieV iQ Whe aUea, aQd mRVW chRRVe QRW WR liYe iQ XUbaQ fUameZRUkV.
The UelaWed legal aQd SRlic\ challeQgeV aUe highl\ VeQViWiYe aQd cRmSle[. Nomadic
communities also present significant housing, environmental, public health, and
gender-related (high birth rate, polygamy) difficulties. Other states ± including in
Europe ± have struggled providing services to and addressing the specific issues
raised by nomadic communities.

IQ VXch ciUcXmVWaQceV, claimV WR SUiYaWe RU cRmmXQal laQd RZQeUVhiS aUe RfWeQ made b\
WheVe cRmmXQiWieV ZiWhRXW VXbVWaQWiYe dRcXmeQWaWiRQ aV UeTXiUed b\ laZ. MRUeRYeU, Whe
XQUecRgQi]ed aQd XQSlaQQed QaWXUe Rf WheVe VeWWlemeQWV, aQd WheiU RfWeQ-WemSRUaU\ VWaWXV,
cUeaWe challeQgeV fRU eQfRUciQg RWheU UegXlaWiRQV, VXch aV eQYiURQmeQWal cRdeV, aV Zell aV
Whe SURYiViRQ aQd admiQiVWUaWiRQ Rf baVic VeUYiceV VXch aV elecWUiciW\ aQd healWhcaUe. TheVe
difficXlWieV SRVe WhUeaWV WR Whe SXblic VafeW\ aQd healWh Rf Whe cRmmXQiWieV WhemVelYeV, aV
Zell aV Whe VXUURXQdiQg aUea. IVUaeli SRlic\ aimV aW UegXlaWiQg BedRXiQ VeWWlemeQW aQd
UedXciQg Whe difficXlWieV SRVed b\ QRmadic lifeVW\leV.

Judea and Samaria -

8. Parallel Systems of Law

HRW SRiQWV RXW WhaW PaleVWiQiaQV iQ JXdea aQd SamaUia aUe VXbjecW WR IVUaeli miliWaU\ laZ, aV
RSSRVed WR IVUaeli ciWi]eQV ZhR aUe VXbjecW WR IVUaeli ciYil laZ. ThiV VWaWemeQW iV miVleadiQg
RQ VeYeUal cRXQWV. FiUVW, Whe diVWiQcWiRQ iV QRW beWZeeQ JeZV aQd AUabV, bXW beWZeeQ IVUael
ciWi]eQV (JeZV aQd AUabV) aQd PaleVWiQiaQ QRQ-ciWi]eQV. SecRQd, clRVe WR 95% Rf
PaleVWiQiaQV aUe XQdeU Whe e[clXViYe legal jXUiVdicWiRQ Rf Whe PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\. AccRUdiQg
WR Whe OVlR AccRUdV, PaleVWiQiaQ UeVideQWV Rf AUeaV A aQd B aUe VXbjecW WR Whe PaleVWiQiaQ
AXWhRUiW\¶V legal V\VWem, ZiWh Whe e[ceSWiRQ Rf PaleVWiQiaQ UeVideQWV Rf AUea C ZhR aUe XQdeU
Whe PA'V aXWhRUiW\ fRU maWWeUV Rf SeUVRQal jXUiVdicWiRQ (Wa[aWiRQ, edXcaWiRQ, healWh, eWc.).

PaleVWiQiaQV aUe RQl\ WUied XQdeU Whe IVUaeli miliWaU\ cRXUW fRU VecXUiW\ UelaWed RffeQVeV. This
is a requirement of international law. SiQce 1967, Whe SWaWe Rf IVUael haV YRlXQWaUil\
aSSlied Whe hXmaQiWaUiaQ SURYiViRQV Rf Whe GeQeYa CRQYeQWiRQ WR PaleVWiQiaQ UeVideQWV Rf
JXdea aQd SamaUia aQd haV WUeaWed Whe aUea XQdeU Whe legal SUiVm Rf ³belligeUeQW

7 HCJ 528/88 Elie]eU AbiWaQ Y. IVUael LaQd AXWhRUiWieV



RccXSaWiRQ´. (The WUadiWiRQal SRViWiRQ Rf Whe IVUaeli gRYeUQmeQW iV WhaW Whe ViWXaWiRQ iQ JXdea
aQd SamaUia iV QRW legall\ RQe Rf RccXSaWiRQ aQd WhaW IVUael maiQWaiQV legal UighWV WR Whe
WeUUiWRU\.)

UQdeU VXch a legal SUiVm, IVUael iV UeTXiUed WR WU\ UeVideQWV Rf aQ admiQiVWeUed WeUUiWRU\ XQdeU
Whe miliWaU\ legal V\VWem. IW iV iQdeed iURQic WR SRiQW RXW WhaW if IVUael ZeUe WR aSSl\ iWV ciYil laZ
V\VWem WR aUeaV Rf JXdea aQd SamaUia, iW ZRXld be accXVed Rf aQQe[iQg Whe aUea.

AbVXUdl\, Whe HRW cUiWici]eV IVUael fRU deQ\iQg PaleVWiQiaQV baVic ciYil UighWV, VXch aV
fUeedRm Rf VSeech aQd aVVembl\. AccRUdiQg WR Whe UeSRUW, ³aXWKRULWLHV KaYH WaUJHWHG
PaOHVWLQLaQV IRU WKHLU aQWL-RFFXSaWLRQ VSHHFK, aFWLYLVP, aQG aIILOLaWLRQV, MaLOLQJ WKRXVaQGV,
[aQG] RXWOaZLQJ KXQGUHGV RI SROLWLFaO aQG QRQ-JRYHUQPHQW RUJaQL]aWLRQV « AV RI MaUFK
2020, WKH IVUaHOL DHIHQVH MLQLVWU\ PaLQWaLQHG IRUPaO EaQV aJaLQVW 430 RUJaQL]aWLRQV,
LQFOXGLQJ WKH PaOHVWLQH LLEHUaWLRQ OUJaQL]aWLRQ WKaW IVUaHO VLJQHG a SHaFH aFFRUG ZLWK, LWV
UXOLQJ FaWaK SaUW\, aQG aOO WKH RWKHU PaMRU PaOHVWLQLaQ SROLWLFaO SaUWLHV.´ The UeSRUW WheQ
diUecWV UeadeUV WR Whe IVUael DefeQVe MiQiVWU\¶V ³LLVW RI DHFOaUaWLRQV aQG OUGHUV RI THUURULVW
OUJaQL]aWLRQV aQG UQOaZIXO AVVRFLaWLRQV´.

CRQWUaU\ WR HRW¶V aVVeUWiRQ, Whe 428 RUgaQi]aWiRQV liVWed aUe QRW legiWimaWe acWiYiVW gURXSV
bXW UaWheU WeUURUiVW RUgaQi]aWiRQV affiliaWed ZiWh HamaV, He]bRllah, al-Qaeda, IVlamic SWaWe
aQd RWheUV. The PLO aQd FaWah aUe QRW illegal RUgaQi]aWiRQV, deVSiWe HRW¶V eUURQeRXV
claim.

FXUWheUmRUe, PaleVWiQiaQV haYe UecRXUVe WR Whe IVUaeli SXSUeme CRXUW, abRYe aQd be\RQd
Whe UeTXiUemeQWV Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal laZ. AcceVV WR Whe CRXUW iV e[WUemel\ bURad, ZiWh liWWle WR QR
SURcedXUal, VXbVWaQWiYe RU fiQaQcial hXUdleV.8 AV VXch, Whe CRXUW heaUV WhRXVaQdV Rf caVeV a
\eaU, iQ cRmSaUiVRQ WR URXghl\ a hXQdUed heaUd each \eaU iQ Whe US aQd Whe UK.9

PaleVWiQiaQ UeVideQWV Rf JXdea aQd SamaUia haYe UecRXUVe WR Whe CRXUW aQd caQ SeWiWiRQ
agaiQVW acWiRQV Whe\ belieYe WR be XQlaZfXll\ RU XQdXl\ iQfUiQgiQg RQ WheiU hXmaQ UighWV. EYeQ
iQdiYidXalV UeVidiQg RXWVide Rf Whe WeUUiWRU\ Rf Whe SWaWe Rf IVUael RU UeVideQWV Rf aQ eQWiW\ aW
ZaU ZiWh IVUael aUe able WR acceVV Whe CRXUW. The CRXUW haV acceSWed aSSealV fURm Whe PA
MiQiVWU\ Rf PUiVRQeUV,10 aQd eQem\ QaWiRQalV ZhR aUe membeUV Rf WeUURUiVW RUgaQi]aWiRQV.11

9. Palestinian terror

11 HCJ 794/98 Obeid Y. DefeQVe MiQiVWeU aQd AddiWiRQal CiYil HeaUiQg 5698/11 SWaWe Rf IVUael Y. DiUaQi
10 HCJ 1101/10, 1104/10 aQd 3368/10

9

hWWSV://ZZZ.VXSUemecRXUW.Xk/faTV.hWml#:a:We[W=fRU%20mRUe%20iQfRUmaWiRQ.-,HRZ%20maQ\%20caVe
V%20aUe%20heaUd%20iQ%20a%20\eaU%20b\%20Whe,caVeV%20heaUd%20b\%20Whe%20JCPC.
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FRU HRW, PaleVWiQiaQ WeUURU iV eiWheU QRQ-e[iVWeQW RU eQWiUel\ ZhiWeZaVed. IVUaeli VecXUiW\
meaVXUeV VXch aV UeVWUicWiRQ RQ ciWi]eQVhiS fRU PaleVWiQiaQ VSRXVeV Rf IVUaeli ciWi]eQV RU
miliWaU\ checkSRiQWV aUe XVed ³aV a jXVWificaWiRQ WR adYaQce demRgUaShic RbjecWiYeV´ aQd WhaW
³maQ\ Rf WheVe abXVeV«haYe QR legiWimaWe VecXUiW\ jXVWificaWiRQV.´ HRW¶s dismissal of
Israeli security concerns ignores the thousands of Israelis brutally murdered or
maimed by Palestinian terror.

The PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\ cRQWiQXeV WR iQceQWiYi]e WeUURU WhURXgh iWV iQfamRXV ³Sa\-fRU-Vla\´
SURgUam, Zhile aQWiVemiWic iQciWemeQW iV cRmmRQSlace aQd cRQVWaQW iQ Whe PaleVWiQiaQ VchRRl
V\VWem, mRVTXeV aQd media. The HamaV Uegime iQ Ga]a UegXlaUl\ fiUeV URckeWV aW IVUaeli
ciYiliaQ SRSXlaWiRQV alRQg Whe Ga]a bRUdeU aQd eYeQ ZiWhiQ Whe ceQWeU Rf Whe cRXQWU\.

HRW delibeUaWel\ hideV Whe facW WhaW ameQdmeQW WR Whe CiWi]eQVhiS aQd EQWU\ LaZ, fRU
e[amSle, ZaV SaVVed afWeU PaleVWiQiaQ VSRXVeV Rf IVUaeli AUab ciWi]eQV ZeUe UeVSRQVible fRU
WeUURUiVW aWWackV agaiQVW IVUael. IQ a Ma\ 2017 KQeVVeW FRUeigQ AffaiUV aQd DefeQVe
CRmmiWWee heaUiQg, aQ IVUaeli VecXUiW\ Rfficial UeYealed WhaW, fURm 2001 WR ASUil 2017, 49
PaleVWiQiaQV ZhR had UeceiYed legal VWaWXV iQ IVUael aV a UeVXlW Rf ³famil\ XQificaWiRQ,´
eQgaged iQ WeUURUiVW acWiYiW\.

FXUWheUmRUe, WheUe iV QR XQiYeUVal SUiQciSle RU iQWeUQaWiRQal laZ UeTXiUemeQW WhaW VSRXVeV Rf
ciWi]eQV UeceiYe aXWRmaWic ciWi]eQVhiS RU UeVideQc\ UighWV. TheUefRUe, iW iV UidicXlRXV WR accXVe
IVUael Rf aSaUWheid b\ QRW cRmSl\iQg ZiWh a QRQ-e[iVWeQW SUiQciSle.

10. Palestinian Building in Area C

HRW¶V diVcXVViRQ Rf PaleVWiQiaQ bXildiQg SeUmiWV iQ AUea C iV a caVe Rf cheUU\-SickiQg.
AccRUdiQg WR Whe OVlR AccRUdV, Whe PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\ iV UeVSRQVible fRU bXildiQg SeUmiWV iQ
AUea A aQd B (40% Rf JXdea aQd SamaUia). IQ WhRVe aUeaV, PaleVWiQiaQV bXild fUeel\ ZiWhRXW
a Qeed fRU bXildiQg SeUmiWV fURm Whe IVUael aXWhRUiWieV. JeZV aUe baUUed fURm bX\iQg SURSeUW\
iQ WheVe aUeaV.

AccRUdiQg WR Whe OVlR AccRUdV, IVUael maiQWaiQV UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU bXildiQg SeUmiWV iQ AUea C.
CiWiQg Whe SeUceQWage Rf SeUmiWV deQied iV meaQiQgleVV ZiWhRXW SURSeU cRQWe[W - aV SaUWV Rf
iWV diSlRmaWic VWUaWeg\, Whe PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\ VeekV WR bXild iQ VeQViWiYe aQd VWUaWegic
aUeaV, VXch aV hillV, SaVVeV RU clRVed miliWaU\ ViWeV. If 90% Rf SeUmiWV UeTXeVWed iQ clRVed
miliWaU\ ]RQeV aUe UejecWed, WhaW dReV QRW Va\ YeU\ mXch abRXW diVcUimiQaWRU\ SRlicieV.

HRW failed WR meQWiRQ WhaW PaleVWiQiaQ laZ SURVcUibeV Whe deaWh SeQalW\ fRU PaleVWiQiaQV ZhR
Vell laQd WR JeZV. PaleVWiQiaQV accXVed Rf VelliQg laQd haYe RfWeQ fRXQd WhemVelYeV iQ Whe
WRUWXUe chambeUV Rf Whe PaleVWiQiaQ VecXUiW\ VeUYiceV.
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11. Gaza¶s Legal Status

HRW dishonestly claims that Gaza is occupied by Israel.

IQ Whe VXmmeU Rf 2005, IVUael eYacXaWed iWV eQWiUe ciYiliaQ aQd miliWaU\ SUeVeQce fURm Whe
Ga]a SWUiS aV SaUW Rf iWV µDiVeQgagemeQW PlaQ¶. TheUe iV QR IVUaeli µRccXSaWiRQ¶ Rf Ga]a,
Zhich iV eQWiUel\ UXled b\ Whe HamaV WeUURU RUgaQi]aWiRQ.

IQ 2007, HamaV Vei]ed cRQWURl Rf Ga]a iQ a blRRd\ cRXS fURm Whe PaleVWiQiaQ AXWhRUiW\ aQd
haV UXled Whe WeUUiWRU\ GH IaFWR eYeU ViQce, beaUiQg VRle UeVSRQVibiliW\ fRU Whe hXmaQiWaUiaQ
ViWXaWiRQ iQ Whe SWUiS.

IQVRfaU aV IVUael imSRVed a blRckade Rf Ga]a, WhiV iV iQ diUecW UeVSRQVe WR Whe HamaV
VecXUiW\ WhUeaW aQd Whe eQVXiQg WeUURU WhaW emaQaWeV fURm Whe Ga]a SWUiS, iQclXdiQg Whe fiUiQg
Rf WhRXVaQdV Rf URckeWV.

BlRckadeV Rf hRVWile aUeaV aUe diVWiQcW fURm RccXSaWiRQ aQd aUe aQ acceSWed SaUW Rf ZaUfaUe,
UecRgQi]ed XQdeU iQWeUQaWiRQal laZ. EYeQ Whe PalmeU ReSRUW Rf Whe UQiWed NaWiRQV held WhaW
IVUael haV Whe UighW WR eQfRUce a QaYal blRckade Rf Ga]a, iQclXdiQg iQ iQWeUQaWiRQal ZaWeUV, aV
a ³legiWimaWe VecXUiW\ meaVXUe´ WR SUeYeQW ZeaSRQV fURm eQWeUiQg Ga]a b\ Vea aQd WhaW iWV
imSlemeQWaWiRQ cRmSlied ZiWh Whe UeTXiUemeQWV Rf iQWeUQaWiRQal laZ.

IVUael dReV QRW imSRVe a WUaYel baQ RQ Ga]a eiWheU, aV alleged b\ HRW aQd Whe RQl\ gRRdV
IVUael UeVWUicWV RQ eQWeUiQg Whe Ga]a SWUiS, aUe WhRVe WhaW haYe µdXal XVe¶, meaQiQg WhRVe WhaW
haYe bRWh ciYiliaQ aQG miliWaU\ SXUSRVeV.

IW iV alVR imSRUWaQW WR beaU iQ miQd, WhaW Eg\SW alVR cRQWURlV Whe bRUdeU ZiWh Ga]a, WhURXgh
Whe Rafah CURVViQg, aQRWheU SRiQW VeemiQgl\ RYeUlRRked b\ HRW iQ WheiU UeSRUW.


